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Morris: Night Life

Night Life

Here it’s not nursery toys

that come alive in the night

but clothes in the closet.

Your coveralls and my denim jacket
leap through the window

to rock on the porch swing.

They sidle over to the garden,

take nips from a bright red tomato
before joining neighbors

in a square dance.

One of your brown leather boots
gives a playful kick to my sneakers
which string along.

Didn’t you notice those footprints
leading out to the pasture?

All their eyes look skyward,
finding Cassiopeia’s Chair.

If the inside of your shoe is damp
in the morning, it may be milk
spilled from the Little Dipper.

Your Sunday suit slides

off the hanger, offers an arm

to my flowered silk dress

with the white lace collar.

They dine formally on prime rib
and baked potato, using our silver,
then waltz through the house.
Listen! Don’t you hear

the echo of the Strauss?
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