The Prairie Light Review

Volume 44 .
Number 1 Fall 2021 Article 28

Fall 12-1-2021

Ovaltine Factory, 1917 - 1985

Kenneth Pobo
College of DuPage

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.cod.edu/plr

Recommended Citation

Pobo, Kenneth (2021) "Ovaltine Factory, 1917 - 1985," The Prairie Light Review: Vol. 44 : No. 1, Article 28.
Available at: https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol44/iss1/28

This Selection is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at DigitalCommons@COD. It
has been accepted for inclusion in The Prairie Light Review by an authorized editor of DigitalCommons@COD. For
more information, please contact orenick@cod.edu.


https://dc.cod.edu/plr
https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol44
https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol44/iss1
https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol44/iss1/28
https://dc.cod.edu/plr?utm_source=dc.cod.edu%2Fplr%2Fvol44%2Fiss1%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol44/iss1/28?utm_source=dc.cod.edu%2Fplr%2Fvol44%2Fiss1%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:orenick@cod.edu

Pobo: Ovaltine Factory, 1917 - 1985

OVALTINE FACTORY, 1917-1985

My childhood was a smell
of Ovaltine. A sharp noon whistle.

Walking to school, I neared

the factory, two blocks away.
After closing it grew decrepit,
windows busted, Satanic rituals
held while we slept

our suburban sleep.

Some say it’s haunted —
now Ovaltine Courts. Condos.

My teachers are all dead,

some of my classmates. We had
Ovaltine in common, its big brick arms
holding the town together

as much as it could. Before

a wintery silence crept in

with spray-painted graffiti.

- Kenneth Pobo
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