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Photograph

Nephele Kay

Dried Roses

| gave you a rose abundant with thorns;
and before | could explain why so many,
you complained about their bite.

a stream of blood trickled down your hand

and collected into a straw hat.

Thorns

Tessa Danko

Yes, it was my fault all along.
| ran through the bramble, stumbled
to a rose bush, and picked the one

with the most thorns.

[ thought you would want a crown later.
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Kay: Dried Roses

These spectacles | sport

That | don day A Shade of Rosé

after day Cuyler Martin
Paint my world
Red a stunning

shade

of rosé

Without these lenses

To obscure
my view
Would the other colors speak
In beautiful shades
or revolting hues?
Would the
verdant valleys
That oft
cradle life

Sing in harmonious glee
Or shriek in

fear and strife?

Do the azure waves

Of lake,

and ocean,

and sea

Lap languidly in content
Orina

desperate plea?

Why would | need
to see
What all the other colors say
When | can simply
paint the world
A stunning
shade

of rosé
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